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Background and objective 

Cytostatics administered by the parenteral route should be injected with great caution in order to avoid any riskof 
spreading of the drug into the subcutaneous tissue. The extravasation may cause serious and painful sequelae to 
tissues if no appropriate care is initiated within the first 12 hours. It is therefore imperative to know how to 
prevent extravasation, and how to recognize and take care of such incidents as early as possible. 

Design

An interdisciplinar group including oncologist, oncology nurse and pharmacist worked on a protocol on what to 
do in case of extravasation, which should be easy to use in case of emergency. 

Results

Discussion and conclusions

In preparing this procedure, particular attention was focused:
- on the presentation of the various documents, which had to besimple in order to avoid amplification of the 
stress caused by extravasation
- on the content of the papers, which had to bedetailed enough to enable everyone to act in the appropriate way

According to our protocol, it isthe nurse who will be responsible for the management of the extravasation and 
for filling in the various documents described above. 
The introduction of this procedure should, in case of extravasation, help the nurses to act more efficiently and 
appropriately according to internationally accepted standards and to minimize painful harm to the patient.

GENERAL PROTOCOL

- Perpiheral veins

- Central veinous access

Specific protocols based
on the type of extravased
molecule :

- Vesicant group, 

- Irritant

Document for 
reporting and 
describing the  
incident

EMERGENCY KIT:
Gloves
Glasses

« Surblouse »
Mask


